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machinery which may conceivably be used in the
Great State. It is, indeed, possible to conceive of
the machinery of the embryo Great State being in a
fairly complete condition, while the resulting wealth
is still credited to the banking accounts of a group
of capitalists. For example, if things went on as
they are at present tending, the railways of England
would soon be under the control of one central
private Railway Board. The same tendency shows
itself in many industries and distributing agencies:
centralisation and a common control are becoming
the normal state of affairs. For example, we read
of Meat Trusts, Cotton-Thread Combines, Tobacco
Trusts, Shipping Amalgamations.

A very slight rearrangement of affairs might
change this capitalist industrial machinery into
Central Departments of a Great State. The es-
sential change would be that the resulting wealth
would no longer be allotted to the capitalist as such;
though it may well be that the Great State will
continue to pay large salaries or commissions to the
tlcaptains of industry." But that is an open ques-
tion: it will choose the method which gives the
best results in the production of social wealth and
human character.

This attainment of economy in industrial proc-
esses by large organisation must not by any means
be accepted as an invariable rule, inherent without
exception in the structure of such an ideal as the
Great State, Economy of time and labour will
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